
Outline of Revelation
Ch. 1-3 Letters to the 7 Churches: Preparing God’s People on earth
Ch. 4 Scene in Heaven
Ch. 5 Scene in Heaven continued,  The book with seven seals
Ch. 6 7 Seals, Seals 1-6 opened
Ch. 7 144,000/Great Multitude in Heaven 
Ch. 8 7th seal > 7 Trumpets, trumpets 1-4 sound
Ch. 9 Trumpets 5-6 sound (trumpets 5-7 = woes)
Ch. 10 Angel and the little book
Ch. 11 The two witnesses, Trumpet 7 sounds
Ch. 12 The woman, the dragon
Ch. 13 The beast
Ch. 14 The Lamb & His people
Ch. 15 Scene in Heaven
Ch. 16 7 Bowls of Wrath
Ch. 17 The doom of the Harlot of Babylon, the victory of the Lamb
Ch. 18 Babylon is fallen
Ch. 19 The Victory of the Lamb (marriage supper)
Ch. 20 Satan’s doom - Great White Throne Judgment
Ch. 21 New Heaven, New Earth, New Jerusalem
Ch. 22 The River and Tree of life

The Pattern of the Sevens, the Pattern of the Book of Revelation

• Visions of the Risen, Victorious, and Conquering Jesus
• Visions and descriptions of the Victorious and Conquering Church
• Scenes in Heaven
• Conflict in increasing intensity culminating in judgment and vindication
• Scenes of extreme opposites; Contrast between Good/Evil; Christ/His Enemies; God's People/Their tormentors

Taking a different approach (not one linked to arbitrary chapter divisions or a strictly chronological approach) lets look at 
the structure of the book with these themes as the connectors and dividers:

1-3: The Victorious Christ speaks to His suffering Church, reminding them of their need to overcome.
4: Description of God's People in Heaven:  The Victorious Church

5: The Victorious Christ is worthy to open the book with seven seals.
6: Six of the  Seven Seals opened:  Judgment, tribulation 
7: Description of God's People on earth and in heaven
8:1/5: The Seventh Seal is opened: Judgment and Consummation

8-9: Six of the Seven Trumpets Sound: Judgment, tribulation
10 Angel, little book, Seven Peals of Thunder, Judgment
11:1-14 The Two Witnesses:  The Church in Action
11:15f The Seventh Trumpet sounds:  Judgment and Consummation

12: The Woman, The Red Dragon, The Male Child, The Angel Michael
13: The Beast from the Sea, The Beast from the Earth, The Mark of the Beast
14a: The Lamb standing on Mt. Zion, The Mark of God on the People of God (144,000)
14b: The tool of the 144,000:  The Gospel
14c: The Reapers:  Judgment

15: A Scene in Heaven: God's Glory and God's Wrath, intro to the bowls
16: The Seven Bowls:  Ultimate judgment

17: The Whore of Babylon wages war against the Lamb
18: Babylon is Fallen
19: The Four-fold Hallelujah; Marriage of the Lamb
19: The exaltation of Christ:  The Great Supper of God
19: The conquest of the Beast and False Prophet

20: The Doom of Satan vs. the Victorious enthroned church
20: Satan in Lake of Fire; Judgment at Great White Throne
21-22 The New Heaven and New Earth; the New Jerusalem; The Restored Garden



The Seven's in Revelation

7 Seals 
(Ch.6)

7 Trumpets 
(Ch. 8-11)

7 Bowls 
(Ch 16)

White Horse rider has bow/crown, rides 
conquering and to conquer

Hail/Fire mixed with blood
1/3 of earth/trees/grass burned

Bowl poured upon the earth; 
sore upon those with the 
mark of the beast

Red Horse takes peace from the earth, men 
slay each other, given a great sword

1/3 of sea became blood, 1/3 
sea creatures killed, 1/3 ships 
destroyed

Bowl poured into sea, it 
becomes blood, all living 
things in sea die

Black Horse, rider has pair of scales, extreme 
economic inflation

Wormwood, fresh water (1/3 of 
rivers and streams) made 
bitter, many men died

Bowl poured into rivers and 
springs, they become blood

Ashen Horse, name of Death and Hades, kill 
1/4 of earth with sword, famine, pestilence and 
beasts

1/3 of sun, moon and stars 
darkened

Bowl poured out on sun, men 
scorched with fire

Martyrs beneath the throne cry out “How long 
will you refrain from avenging our blood?”

Locusts from the bottomless pit 
given power to attack those 
without the seal of God on their 
foreheads

Bowl poured out on the 
throne of the beast, his 
kingdom is darkened his 
subjects tormented

Earthquake, sun black, moon became blood, 
mountains move, kings, great men, 
commanders, rich and strong, slave and free 
hide from the Lamb

Four angels who are bound at 
the Great river Euphrates are 
released and kill 1/3 of mankind 
with fire, smoke and brimstone

Bowl poured on the great 
river Euphrates, water dried 
up to prepare the way for the 
kings of the east and the 
battle of Har-Magedon 
(Armageddon)

7th Seal (8:1-5)
Altar of Incense
Thunder
Lightning
Earthquake

7th Trumpet (11:15-19)
The ark of the covenant in the 
Temple
Thunder
Lightning
Earthquake
Great Hailstorm

7th Bowl (16:17-21) 
A voice out of the Temple
Thunder
Lightning
Earthquake
Great Hailstorm

We see common references to the heavenly Temple and its furniture and to a number of identical events 
under the seventh in each series.  We also discover various indications in each seventh that the end has 
arrived.

7th Seal
Silence and, in the throwing of the coals from 
the heavenly altar of incense, an answer to 
the prayers of the saints for vindication

7th Trumpet
The coming of God’s kingdom in 
its fullness, the time of 
judgment and reward, and the 
revelation of the ark of the 
covenant

7th Bowl
The statement, “It is done,” 
the fall of Babylon and the 
cities of the nations, and 
the removal of the islands 
and mountains.

Conclusion: the seventh in each series marks the end of the tribulation (at the very least the same end 
point).  Since each seventh has a common reference, there must be at least some overlapping or concurrence 
in preceding  seals, trumpets and bowls.  

I originally included the 7 Churches in the chart, but chose to list them separately.  They are:  Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea.  I have another chart called “The Letter to the 
Seven Churches” that examines the structure of the letters and their relation to the structure of the book 
itself. 
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